
QUESTIONS TO ASK 
WHEN JUDGING YOUR OWN WORK OR WHEN WRITING A CRITIQUE 

 
DESIGN 
1.    Is there a center of interest?  Emphasis? 
2.    Is there directed eye movement throughout?   Movement? 
3.    Does the direction of lines support the basic shape of the piece? 
4.    Is there good use of positive and negative space? 
5.    Does the design have harmony or a feeling of balance? 
6.    Does it show originality and imagination? 
7.    Does the design accomplish the "goal" of the piece? 
8.    Is it exciting, innovative, distinctive? 
 
COLOR 
1.    Does color add strength to the entire piece? 
2.    Does the color enhance the design and support the goal effectively? 
3.    Are there valid placements of the colors? 
4.    Are the proportion of hues interesting? 
5.    Have the values been used to support the design? 
6.    Is there unity, contrast, and balance? 
 
EXECUTION 
1.    Are the stitches appropriate for the design? 
2.    Do the stitches draw attention away from the design? 
3.    Are there distracting areas of stitches? 
4.    Does the piece show correct knowledge of stitch technique? 
5.    Is the tension throughout the piece even? 
 
SUITABILITY OF MATERIALS 
1.    Are the materials appropriate to the design? 
2.    Are the materials used expressively or imaginatively? 
3.    Are the weight of the threads suitable for the background fabric? 
4.    Are the materials well suited to the function of the object? 
5.    Are the fabrics, threads, and any other attachments appropriate to each other? 
 
FINISHING AND MOUNTING 
1.    Is the work clean?  Is it mounted well?  Are puckers and wrinkles avoided? 
2.    Are the initials and date handled well? 
3.    Is the finishing/mounting suitable to the function of the object? 
4.    Has the piece and mounting (frame, mat, etc.) become a unified whole? 
5.    If the piece is free-hanging, is the interlining properly worked so that the piece 

hangs correctly? 
6.    If the tags are used to support the piece from a pole, does the piece hang evenly 

without sagging? 
 
DISTINCTION:   Does the work portray excellence and distinction? 
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50-Point System



100-Point System




