
 

 

 

 

Embroiderers’ Guild of America 

 

Master Craftsman Program 

 

Surface Embroidery 

  Step 1 
Silk Ribbon Embroidery 

 
PURPOSE:  To execute and demonstrate mastery in silk ribbon embroidery. 
 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS & DOCUMENTATION:  Please read the General Guidelines. 
 
DESIGN:  The design may be original, an adaptation, or a combination of motifs from several 
sources.  The design must consist of a flower bouquet or other floral arrangement, such as a garden. 

 
 
DESIGN SIZE:  The design must be no smaller than nine by eleven inches (9" x 11"), and no larger 
than twelve by fourteen inches (12" x 14"). 
 
FABRIC:  A fabric of any content or weave suitable to the work.  Edges should be overcast by hand 
or machine, with or without a narrow turned–under hem.  No other process will be accepted. 
 
FABRIC SIZE:  There must be an even, 3-inch to 6-inch unworked border of fabric on all sides of the 
design.   
 
THREADS:  The design must utilize silk ribbon of at least 4 different widths.  The ribbon can be 
traditional straight grain, bias, organza, etc., as long as it is 100 percent silk.   
 
The design must consist of 80 percent silk ribbon embroidery.  The remaining 20 percent can be 
made up of other materials to complement your design.  This could include beads, charms,  
or other threads of any fiber content or weight.  Document all materials as outlined in the  
General Guidelines. 
 
COLORS:  These may be your choice. Include an explanation of why you chose these colors. 
 
STITCHES: 
 
Your design must consist of only 12 stitches. It must include:  
 

• Bullion-tipped lazy daisy  

• Rose buds  

• French knots  

• Japanese ribbon (leaf) stitch  

• Plume stitch  

• Two ribbon roses of your choice, from the following options: 

• Twisty (twirled) 

• Concertina 

• Folded 

• Grub stitch 

• Gathered 

• Bradford 



 

 

• Five other ribbon embroidery stitches of your choice (not to include other rose stitches).  
 
Document your choices from appropriate silk ribbon embroidery sources. Any stitches done with 
materials other than silk ribbon must be included in your 12 stitches, with the exception of  
attaching beads or other objects to the piece.  
 
JUDGING:  Your work will be evaluated on its design, color, stitching expertise, suitability of  
materials, and its adherence to the requirements listed above. 
 
Please check the General Guidelines for preparation of work for submission and what to  
include. Remember to enclose the correct fee and a return address label. This program’s  
submission deadlines are March and September of each year; please contact the chairperson for the 
specific dates.  
 

 
BEST WISHES FOR YOUR SUCCESS! 

 

 

Examples of successfully completed pieces: 

 

                                  
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Kim Sanders   Step 1                                                Gina Maria Kleinmartin   Step 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                Carol Sylvester Step 2                                                  Wanda Lindsey Step 2 

 

                 



 

 

                      

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

                      Roxanne Fleming  Step 2                                                 Detail                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                 Carol Sylvester Step 2                                                Eleanor Cotey Step 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Kim Sanders Step 4                                            Carol Sylvester Step 5 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

                           

                            Pat Goaley  Step 5                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Karen Fynan Maier – Step 6                                                              Kim Sanders – Step 6 
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